
SB 929:
what it means for 

California special districts 
and website compliance

SLOANE DELL’ORTO

How to engage
Audio Settings: to set speaker 

preferences.

Use the Q&A button to ask 
questions at any time.

Raise your hand if you have any 
problems.

Don’t worry about taking notes.



What we’ll cover
1. SB 929: new additions

2. Public Records Act
3. The Brown Act

4 - 5. State Controller Reports
Healthcare District Websites

“Open Data”
Section 508 Compliance



W
ha

t w
e’

ll 
co

ve
r



Don’t be freaked out
right now.

Promise, we can make this easy!



Streamline:
4 years, 240 

special district 
websites, 500+ 

local government 
agencies using our 

free compliance 
tools. 

Digital 
Deployment:
14 years, 300+ 

websites.

This is us.



It doesn’t have to 
be that hard.

In fact, we might 
even have fun!

We have your back!



Public Records Act
SB 929 requires websites for all districts.

SB 272 requires Enterprise System Catalogs.
AB 2853 allows PRA content posted to sites!



Public Records Act

What it is: a law passed by the California State Legislature and signed by 
the governor in 1968 requiring inspection or disclosure of governmental 
records to the public upon request, unless exempted by law. California 
Government Code §§ 6250 through 6270.5. 

Online requirements (so far) come through 
three recent additions:

● SB 929
● SB 272
● AB 2853 (optional)
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Public Records Act: SB 929

What it is: A law signed by the governor in 
September 2018 that requires all special districts in CA 
to have a website by Jan. 2020, including five  
posting requirements (two formatting 
requirements are assumed).

What to do about it: Make sure your district has a website 
by Jan. 2020 and posts all required content (and is Section 508 
compliant). Or, adopt a hardship resolution in a public meeting annually.
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Public Records Act: SB 272

What it is: Enterprise System Catalog requiring local agencies 
to create a catalog of “enterprise systems” that fit certain 
criteria, make it publicly available upon request, and post
It in a prominent location on the website if they have one.

What to do about it: review the law and create a spreadsheet of all 
systems your agency uses that aren’t exempt, or use Streamline’s free 
Enterprise System Catalog tool (www.getstreamline.com/sb272). 
Compliance was due by July 1, 2016.

Make sure to post a link on your website in a prominent location!
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http://www.getstreamline.com/sb272
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Public Records Act: AB 2853

What it is: In addition to maintaining public records for public inspection 
during the office hours of the public agency, a public agency may comply 
with subdivision (a) by posting any public record on its Internet Web site 
and, in response to a request for a public record posted on the Internet 
Web site, directing a member of the public to the location on the Internet 
Web site where the public record is posted. 

What to do about it: post often-requested public records to 
your site, and point PRA requestors there, potentially saving 
lots of money. (Note that if they cannot access the site for 
any reason, you still have to provide printed copies.)
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Records

How to make requests
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Pro tip: Make it clear that most 
records are available on your site, 

and give them a way to request 
others electronically



The Brown Act
AB 392: original agenda posting guidelines.

AB 2257: new formatting and home page link 
requirements for agendas.



The Brown Act: agenda posting

What it is: law governing meetings. At least 72 hours before a regular 
meeting ... post an agenda containing a brief general description of each 
item of business to be transacted or discussed at the meeting… in a 
location that is freely accessible to members of the public and on the local 
agency’s Internet Web site, if the local agency has one.

What to do about it: Set a reminder to post your 
        agendas at least 72 hours before each meeting, 
        including on your website (or use Streamline Web’s 
        agenda posting reminder tool so you never forget!)
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Pro tip: Instead of having separate sections for 
meetings, agendas, and minutes, add your agendas 

and minutes to each meeting, so that visitors can find 
what they’re looking for based upon the meeting date.



The Brown Act: AB 2257 posting requirements

What it is: AB 2257 - a brand new law dictating that agencies 
post the most recent agenda directly on the home page 
of their website, in an electronically searchable / retrievable 
platform-independent format.

What to do about it: Be prepared by Jan 2019 to post the 
most recent agenda to the home page in the required 
format (or use Streamline Web’s automatic home page 
meeting feature so you don’t have to worry about it).
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The Brown Act: AB 2257 formatting tips

Keep the agenda separate from the packet! Do this:

● Create your agenda in Word (or Docs), export or save to PDF
● Upload that PDF file as your official agenda
● Then print and add to other docs if needed, scan to create the packet
● Upload the packet separately

*Only the agenda needs to meet the requirements of AB 2257 



State Controller Reports
Financial Transactions and Compensation



Financial Transaction Report

What it is: CA Govt Code Section 53891 and 53893, requiring local 
government agencies to submit a specific financial transaction report to 
the State Controller’s office “within seven months after the close of each 
fiscal year”...shall either post it in a conspicuous location on its Internet 
Web site, or cause copies of the report to be prepared and the clerk of the 
legislative body shall furnish a copy to any person requesting it.

What to do about it: Visit the Controller’s website for forms, and be sure 
that your agency is submitting the report each year. Make sure to post it 
on your website, if you have one…or post a link to the Controller’s 
ByTheNumbers website so you don’t have to update it each year!
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Compensation Report

What it is: A report that must be submitted to Controller’s office by April 
30 each year, including information on the annual compensation of its 
elected officials, officers, and employees. If the agency maintains a 
website, the report must be posted to a conspicuous location. Alternately 
a link to the Controller’s PublicPay website can be used instead.

What to do about it: Visit the Controller’s website
for instructions, and complete your reports annually. 
If you have a website, post the report on your site 
as well, or post a link to http://publicpay.ca.gov/ 
instead. 

C
om

pe
ns

at
io

n 
Re

po
rt



C
om

pe
ns

at
io

n 
Re

po
rt



St
at

e 
C

on
tr

ol
le

r R
ep

or
ts



Health care districts
AB 2019 requires all health care districts to maintain a 

website with required information posted
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AB 2019: Health care district website posting
Establish and maintain an Internet Web site that lists contact information for the district. The 
Internet Web site shall also list all of the following:

(1) The adopted budget.

(2) A list of current board members.

(3) Information regarding public meetings required pursuant to Section 32106 or the Ralph M. 
Brown Act (Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 54950) of Part 1 of Division 2 of Title 5 of the 
Government Code).

(4) A municipal service review or special study conducted by a local agency formation commission 
pursuant to the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000 (Division 3 
(commencing with Section 56000) of Title 5 of the Government Code), if any. The board may comply 
with this paragraph by posting a link on its Internet Web site to another government Internet Web site 
that contains the specified information.

...
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AB 2019: Health care district website posting
….

(5) Recipients of grant funding or assistance provided by the district, if any.

(6) Audits of the district’s accounts and records pursuant to Section 26909 of the Government 
Code or Section 32133 of this code. The board may comply with this paragraph by posting a link on its 
Internet Web site to another government Internet Web site that contains the specified information.

(7) Annual financial reports to the Controller, submitted pursuant to Section 53890 of the 
Government Code. The board may comply with this paragraph by posting a link on its Internet Web 
site to another government Internet Web site that contains the specified information.*

(8) The district’s policy for providing assistance or grant funding described in subdivision (c).

(9) Any other information the board deems relevant.

*Note: this is no different than the requirement of all districts



Formatting requirements
AB 169 and Section 508



Open Data

What it is: AB 169 is a California law defining what the term “open data” 
means, for content posted to an agency website. If you call it open data 
and you post it to your website, it’d better meet the guidelines, which are 
mostly about the searchability and structure of the data.

What to do about it: if your content 
doesn’t fit the requirements to be 
called open data, then just don’t 
call it “open data” :)

O
pe

n 
D

at
a:

 A
B

 1
6

9



AB 169: Open Data

“This bill, if a local agency, except a school district,* maintains an Internet 
Resource, including, but not limited to an Internet Web site, Internet Web 
page, or Internet Web portal, which the local agency describes or titles as 
“open data,” and the local agency voluntarily posts a public record on that 
Internet Resource, would require the local agency to post the public 
record in an open format that meets specified requirements, including, 
among others, that the format is able to be retrieved, downloaded, 
indexed, and searched by a commonly used Internet search 
application.”

* School districts are almost always exempted from state mandates
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Section 508

What it is: a Federal law requiring that various technology be accessible 
to people with disabilities. Web section concerns itself with making sure 
websites work effectively with assistive tech (screen readers, magnifiers, 
Braille readers, etc.)

What to do about it: You can use online 
testing software to check for Section 508 
compliance. Reach out to your website 
vendor if your site isn’t compliant - 
or just use Streamline Web. 
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Section 508 (Federal / CA)

● Jan. 18, 2018, Section 508 officially adopted WCAG 2.0 AA guidelines, 
which are a bit more strict

● Only sites built after Jan. 18 2018 have to comply with the more strict 
guidelines (major redesigns count too) … all other sites must comply 
with Section 508 only (grandfathered!)

● Use online testing tools like https://achecker.ca/ to check for 
compliance - there are options to check for just Section 508 
compliance (older sites) or WCAG 2.0 compliance (newer sites)

A
D

A
 C

om
pl

ia
nc

e:
 S

ec
tio

n 
5

0
8

https://achecker.ca/


But why?

● An estimated 15 - 20% of the population has a disability, many of 
which affect a person’s ability to navigate the web

● Your website should be accessible by everyone if possible, and the 
basics aren’t that difficult

● Accessible websites get better search results (bonus!) because they 
are typically formatted in a more clear, easy to parse way

● Getting sued is very, very expensive
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Very, very expensive
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Within forty-five (45) days after the effective date of this Agreement... 
any agent acting on behalf of either the University or the Board shall pay 
the Complainant a total sum of $23,543.00. Such payment(s) shall be 
made by check(s) payable to the order of the Complainant and delivered 
to the Complainant via overnight, private courier.
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Step 1: Visit achecker.ca
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WCAG 2.0 AA: 
New/Current 
Standards

Section 508:
Standards before 
Jan 18, 2018
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Enter URL, click Options to choose test type
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Evaluate results

● For compliance you need to pay attention to anything that shows 
up under Known Problems
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What if there are errors?

● If your report shows “Known problems,” export it and share with 
your website vendor to get a quote to have them fixed.



Testing resources

● achecker.ca - free – good for single page tests for 508 or WCAG 2.0 
AA standards

● nibbler.silktide.com - free – good for testing accessibility and overall 
site effectiveness

● SiteImprove.com - paid service (pricey!) – watches for accessibility 
issues, broken links, content guidelines, and more

Note: automated testing tools only go so far, but showing intention and effort to comply 
goes a long way

A
D

A
 C

om
pl

ia
nc

e:
 S

ec
tio

n 
5

0
8



So how do you keep on top 
of this stuff?



CSDA has your back.

CSDA is working hard to protect special districts – get involved! 

● Become a member and support their grassroots efforts
● Join the CSDA Communities (online peer group_
● Reply to surveys sent your way
● Attend conferences (especially Legislative Days next month!)

For more info: 
Dillon: (916) 442-7887 or dillong@csda.net 
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Streamline has your back.

● Free, no obligation customized demo sites
● Agenda notifiers and meeting dashboard
● Transparency guidelines built-in
● Section 508 compliant and mobile friendly
● Complete control over your content, navigation menus, and more
● All inclusive monthly fee: no contracts, unlimited hosting and support
● Free SB 272 compliance tool

Whatever crazy laws come next, we’ll be here to help. 
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We can help.
(916) 900-6619

sloane@getstreamline.com


